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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . The amendment filed on June 29, 2006, has been entered. Examiner 
acknowledges Claims 1-4 and 6-14 are pending in this application, with Claims 1, 8, 
and 9 having been amended. 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 5-9, filed June 29, 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. §103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Kwok (6,532,961) in view 
of McGinnis (4,907,584) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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5. Claims 1-4 and 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kwok (6,532,961) in view of McGinnis (4,907,584). 

6. As to Claims 1 and 9, Kwok et al teaches an interface for delivering pressurized 
gases to the user comprising a housing 17 configured to receive gases and deliver them 
to a user, a forehead rest 25 having a single area of contact with the user's forehead 
and a bridge member (the combination of elements 12 and 14) on which the forehead 
rest is mounted and which extends between the forehead rest and said housing. Yet 
Kwok does not teach the a width of the bridge member at a region where the forehead 
rest is mounted is substantially no greater than any other region of the bridge member, 
and said bridge member including attachment points for headgear, said attachment 
points lying in approximately mid sagittal plane. However, at the time the invention was 
made the placement of attachment means in the approximately mid sagittal region was 
well known. Specifically McGinnis teaches a face mask having a bridge member that is 
no larger in width than any other region on the bridge member and the placement of 
attachment means inside the bridge member for the purpose of providing a means for 
retaining the mask with respect to the user's face. (Column 4, Lines 63-66 and Column 
5, Lines 56-61). Therefore, it would have been obvious one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Kwok to include the 
structural arrangement of the attachment means in the mid sagittal plane for the 
purpose of assisting in the sealing engagement of the mask to the user's face. 
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7. As to Claims 2 and 10, Kwok et al teaches an interface wherein said bridge 
member is adjustable or configurable in orientation with respect to the housing (See 
Col. 5). 

8. As to Claims 3 and 11, Kwok et al teaches an interface wherein said bridge 
member includes a pivoting engagement to said housing (See Col. 5). 

9. As to Claims 4 and 12, Kwok et al teaches an interface wherein said bridge 
member has two substantially parallel sides (See Col. 1). 

10. As to Claims 6 and 13, Kwok et al teaches an interface wherein said interface is 
a mask (See Col. 4, lines 23-39). 

11. As to Claims 7 and 14, Kwok et al teaches an interface wherein said mask is a 
nasal mask (See Col. 4, lines 23-39). 

12. As to Claim 8, the system of Kwok as modified by McGinnis teaches an 
interface for delivering pressurized gases, wherein the attachment points 26 are 
positioned on the bridge member substantially opposite to the region where the 
forehead rest is mounted, the attachment points substantially symmetrically spaced 
either side of the mid sagittal plane and wherein the distance between the attachment 
points is substantially no greater than the width of the forehead rest. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patent 6796308, and 6196223. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Annette F. Dixon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3392. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry Bennett can be reached on (571) 272-4791. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




